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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended): A medium cassette that holds a stack of print medium, comprising: 

a medium guide member including a first member and a second membe r, the second 

member supporting part of the stack of print medium, said medium guide member being movable 
in a direction toward the ffj{qpk of pr ^t medium, wherein the second member faftving Includes a 
tapered portion with a tapered ed^fe that extends from a middle portion of the second member 
leftward qpd rightward with respect to the direction! f o rwaitl e nd po ili o n: and 

a supporting member having including a groove formed therein by which said medium 
guide member is guided to move to and from the stack of print medium; 

wherein when said medium guide member is moved in [[a]] Ihfi direction toward the 
stack of print medium in the groove to a predetermined position, the fi»t member abuts an end of 
the stack of print medium and the tapered forwaid end portion slides under the stack of print 
medium. 

2. (currently amended): Hie medium cassette according to Claim l. wherein the tapered fbfward 
end portion extends further downward below a bottom of the stack of print medium. 

3. (currently amended); The m e dium easscttt aec e iding t o Claim 1, 

A medium cassette that holds a stack of print medium, commisingi 
a medium guide member including a first me mber and a se cond member, the second 
member including a tapered forwaid ei^ ppytfftg ; J i n4 
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a supporting member Including a groove fonned therei n bv which said medium g uide 

member is piided to move to and irnm the stack of print medium: 

wherein when aaid medium guide member is moved in a dil ution toward the stack of 

taint medium in the groove to a predetennined p osition, the first member abuts an end of the 

Stack of Print medium and the tapered forward end portion slides under the stack of prinf 

msdium; 

wherein the second member has an edge that extends fiom a middle portion of the second 
member leftward and rightward with respect to the direction; 

wheiein the edge becomes further away from the stack of print medium than the middle 
portion with increasing distance from the middle portion. 

4. (currently amended): The medium cassette according to Claim [[1 J] 1, wherein the edge 
extends fix>m the middle portion to describe either a curved line or a straight line. 

5. (original); A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette accdrdmg to 
Claim 4. 

6. (cmrently amended): The medima caaseUe accoidiag to Claim h 

A medium eMsette that holda > 8tack of afint ma dium. compria^T ^g; 
a medium euide member including a first memher and a second member, the secnnd 
member including a tanered forwafd end p ortion: and 
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ft SHPrertinR ngmher Indudine a groove tam^A t herein hv whirh said mfJ\ y^^ g^,|Hg 
member is mided to mnve to and fm m the sHtt>\ print merfhi^; 

a digWla Wfacn said medium yiiide mymh.»r is moved in a directinn tnymrd the stuck of 
Print mffdiUTTi in the eroove to a predetermined nnaitinn th« . firat memher abuts an end of fh«y 
Stack of Print medium and the tanered fenwifd end t>orrinn s lides under tt^i> stack of print 

medium: 

wherein said medium guide member further includes a first projection that extends from a 
bottom surface of the second member thiough the groove; 

wherein the first projection includes second projections that project substantially lefhvard 
and rightward with respect to the direction so that the supporting member is sandwiched between 
the bottom surface of the second member and the second projections. 

7. (original): The medium cassette according to Claim 6, wherein the second projections include 
a first set of the second projections that extends over a first distance and a second set of the 
second projections that extends over a second distance. 



8. (currently amended): The medium cassette according to Claim 7, wherein each of the second 
projections [[has]] include a plurality of stepped portions; 

wherein the supporting member can be held in a sandwiched relation between the bottom 
surface of the second member and a corresponding one of the plurality of stepped portions. 
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9. (origmal): A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette according to 

Claim 8. 

10. (original): A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette according to 
Claim 7. 

1 1 . (original): A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette according to 
Claim 1 . 

12. (original): The medium cassette according to Claim 1» further comprising a medium- 
supporting member on which the stack of print medium is placed, wherein said medium guide 
member can be mounted on the medium-supporting member. 

13. (currently amended); The medium cassette according to Claim 12, wherein said medium 
guide member includes a iockit^ niember and the medium-supporting member [[has]] Includes a 
recess formed therein by a drawing operation; 

y^erein said medium guide member is locked at a predetermined position when the 
locking member is received in the recess. 
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14. (currently amended): 'Fia t medium caaauUe auwatuig tu Claim 13, 

A medium cassette that holda & stack nf pri nt medium, comoriaing; 

a medium guide member including a first memher and a second member, the Heennd 
member including a tanered forward end portion: and ^ 

a gUPDorting member including a ffmnve fonned Ae rein bv which said medium piirfp 
member is guided to move to and from the stack nf print medium! 

wherein when said medium guide me mber is moved in a direction toward the stack of 
print mgdiifm ifl thg groove to a predetermined nosition. the first member ah u ts an end of the 
Stack of Print medium and the tanered forward end porrin n sHdes under the atack of print 
medium^ 



placed, wherein said medium guide member can he m o unted on the medium^wpnortine memheri 

wherein aaid medium guide member inel>i«le„ a locking member and the medium- 
Supporting member has a recess formed therem by a drawing operation: 

wherein said medium guide member ia Inc ked at a predeteimined position when the 
lockinff piember is received in the recft«|n; ^ j 

wherein the medium*supporting member has an opening beside the recess. 

IS. (original): A medium feeding appuatus that incoiporates the medium cassette according to 
Claim 14. 
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16. (canceled) 

17. (currently amended): Th e medium cass e tte acc o x ' ding to Claim 16, 

A medium cassette that holds a stack of print medium therein, comprising: 
a supporting member haviniz a groove formed thereim 

a medium guide member including a first member and a second member that slides under 
die stack of print medium, said medium guide membff i;^iftffchablv mounted to said 
supporting member and yuided in the groove to and ftom the stack of nrint medium: and 

a medium^auPDortiny member on which the stack of print medium is placed, said 
medium>supnorting member pushing up the print medium and having an opening formed thereiq 
through which said medium guide member cgn l^e mnjiTite^^ 

wherein the medium guide member flirther includes a first projection that extends from a 
bottom surface of the second member through the groove; 

wherein the medium guide member includes second projections that project substantially 
leftward and rightward with respect to the direction so that the supporting member is sandwiched 
between the bottom surface of the second member and the second projections. 

18. (currently amended); The medium cassette according to Claim 17, wherein each of the 
second projections [[has]] includes a plurality of stepped portions so that the suppordng member 
can be held in a sandwiched relation between the bottom surface of the second member and a 
corresponding one of the plurality of stepped portions. 
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19. (currently emended): The medium cassette according to Claim [[16,]] IL wherein said 

mediiun guide member includes a locking member and the mediimi-supporting member [[has]] 

klfiludss a recess formed therein by a drawing operation, wherein said medium guide member is 

locked at a predetennined position when the locking member is received in the recess. 



20. (original): A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette according to 
Claim 19. 



21 . (currently amended): A medium feeding apparatus that hicorporates the medium cassette 

according to Claim [[16.]] 12. 



22. (currently amended): The medium cassette according to Claim [[16J] 12^ wherein the 
mediumrSiqiporting member [[has]] includes an opening beside the recess. 



23. (currently amended); A medium feeding apparatus that incorporates the medium cassette 
according to Claim [[20.]] 22. 
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